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Description : Description du produitKeller isakiller. Professional, cool, confident, competent, reliable.
The consummate pro. The hit man's hit man.But he is a complex person: understandably guarded and
reclusive, icy and ruthlessly efficient, he is also prone to loneliness, self-doubt, and career worries. Indeed,
he is going through afull-fledged mid-life crisis. Keller may be a crack assassin, but he is also an al-too-
human being.As Keller goes about his rounds, fulfilling his contracts, he learns afew crucial truths about
himself and the ways of the normal world and winds up awiser (if not a better) man.

Prsentation de |'diteurKeller is your basic urban Lonely Guy.He makes a decent wage, livesin anice
apartment.Works the crossword puzzle. Watches alittle TV. Until the phone rings and he packs a suitcase,
gets on aplane, flies halfway across the country...and kills somebody. It'saliving. But isit alife? Keller's

not sure. He goesto a shrink, but it doesn't work out the way he planned. He gets adog, he gets a girlfriend.
He gets along..comA man known only as Keller is thinking about Samuel Johnson's famous quote that
patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel'... If you looked at it objectively, he had to admit, then he was
probably a scoundrel himself. He didn't feel much like a scoundrel. He felt like your basic New Y ork single
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guy, living alone, eating out or bringing home takeout, schlepping his wash to the Laundromat, doing the
Times crossword with his morning coffee... There were eight million stories in the naked city, most of them
not very interesting, and his was one of them. Except that every once in awhile he got a phone call from a
man in White Plains. And packed a bag and caught a plane and killed somebody. Hard to argue the point.
Man behaves like that, he's a scoundrel. Case closed.” But Lawrence Block is such a delightfully subtle
writer, one of the true masters of the mystery genre, that the case isfar from closed. In this beautifully linked
collection of short stories, we gradually put together such a complete picture of Keller that we don't so much
forgive him his occupation as consider it just one more part of his humanity. After watching Keller take on
cases that baffle and anger him into actions that fellow members of his hit-man union might well call
unprofessional, we're eager to join him as he goes through a spectacularly unsuccessful analysis and gets
fooled by a devious intelligence agent. We miss the dog he acquires and loses, along with its attractive
walker. Like Richard Stark's Parker, Keller makes us think the unthinkable about criminals: that they might
be the guys next door--or even us, under different pressures. For a small selection of the many Blocksin
paperback, try Coward's Kiss, A Long Line of Dead Men, The Sins of the Fathers, Such Men Are
Dangerous, and especially When the Sacred Ginmill Closes. The New Y ork Times Book , Marilyn StasioBy
job definition aloner, who can't acquire a girlfriend, atherapist or even a dog without being prepared for the
(often dire) consequences, this guy really needs to think and talk. Hence, the ironic tone and confessional
content that make these intimate tales so funny and full of rue.



